EVERSHOLT PARISH COUNCIL
Clerk Mr. A Whiting






      
             6 Cheney Close

Toddington

Beds LU5 6BE

Tel: 01525 874115

Email:  eversholtclerk@yahoo.co.uk

Minutes of the meeting of  Eversholt Parish Council on Tuesday  29th May 2007

Present: Cllrs; P.Richardson (Chair), F. Newport-Hassan, R.Smith, J. Blomfield

In Attendance; 1 member of public, District Cllr B. Wells, County Cllr Duggan, A. Whiting(Clerk)

5. To elect Chairman  

Cllr Richardson was elected and duly and signed a declaration of acceptance of office form

6. To elect Vice-Chairman  

Cllr Newport-Hassan was elected and duly signed a declaration of acceptance of office form

7. To receive apologies for absence

Cllr Simester

Cllr Richardson took the opportunity to appeal for more parishioners to come forward to join the Council as there remain two vacancies, and thanked all previous serving councillors and acknowledged that other commitments had prevented some Cllrs re-applying.

8. To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda

Cllr Richardson – Village Hall, Cheque for payment, Footpath 12

Cllr Smith - Village Hall

9. Matters arising from the minutes of 27th March 2007 (previously agreed at meeting of 25th April)

It was noted that P3 group had repaired the bridge at Brook End. 

It was noted that earth had been placed behind the steps to reduce the trip hazard but that a more substantial repair may be needed in the future. John Blomfield thanked Mrs Barrington on behalf of the group for refreshments during the day.

Cllr B
It was agreed that Cllr Blomfield enquires of the P3 group what may be done to make the steps safer and report back to the Council on any cost implications.

10. To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 25th April 2007

Approved and signed as a true record with the amendment that Cllr Richardson declared an interest in the planning application and left the room during its discussion..

11. Matters arising from the minutes of 25th April 2007 

None

Public Question Time - The meeting will be adjourned for up to 10 minutes for members of the public to address the Council.

i) Item 13 Planning – a resident had passed a letter to the Council as a neighbour to the property and was aware another letter from another neighbour detailing points he wished the Council to take into account when discussing the application.

ii) M1 Widening – resident expressed concern at the apparent ‘urban’ roundabout which is to be placed at Cobblers Lane at the approach to Steppingley.

iii) Grass Cutting – Resident was pleased to see grass in Brook End being cut but an area of Knotweed was cut, which could cause it to spread. 

12. Report from County & District Councillor Duggan

Not in attendance at time of agenda item.

Report from District Councillor Wells

Cllr Wells reported that he had been newly elected to Mid Beds District Council which now comprised 28 Conservative, 11 Liberal, 3 Independent and 1 Green Cllrs. Had attended his first meeting and new councillor training courses.

Unitary talks are still ongoing. Mid Beds and South beds had been asked to submit a revised bid which will be considered in line with other bids already received for a decision at the end of July. Any changes to come into effect from July 2009. It was noted there be scope for another option if no Bedfordshire bids are accepted, in that areas of duplication between Beds Councils such as use of contractors and number of councillors may be addressed, but it is unclear how this would work at this point.

Cllr Wells stated that he was happy to take on any cause on parishioners behalf.

Clerk
It was agreed to publish his contact details on the website and newsletter.

Cllr Richardson stated that in the treating of knotweed that it was difficult to get any body to effectively take responsibility for dealing with the problem, and that every year the area affected gets cut, potentially causing it to spread. It was agreed Cllr Wells investigate who may be responsible, at MBDC or BCC.

It was noted that highways were to repair the culvert in Brook End in the next few weeks and whether the knotweed could be treated at the same time. It was agreed this was probably not possible.

Clerk 
It was agreed the Clerk asks Highways when this work will be done and warn them not to cut knotweed.

13. M1 widening 

3 Cllrs had attended the meeting at Flitwick. Cllr Richardson has a copy of the draft orders if anyone wishes to view them. There was concern regarding the placing of a roundabout at the End of Cobblers Lane toward Steppingley. The Head of the Highways Agency was asked about the placing of a roundabout at this point and he stated that the safety concerns regarding the alternative offset “left-right” turn and the fact it was more cost effective to place a roundabout there meant that it was the most appropriate solution. 

It was agreed that the safer option would be a roundabout but that the roundabout needed to be of a type that was sympathetic to the rural area it was in, and not a large-scale ‘urban’ type roundabout.

Clerk 
It was agreed the Clerk writes to the Highway Agency stating the PC wishes with a copy to Steppingley PC, Cllr Duggan and Cllr Wells.

Cllr N-H 
It was agreed Cllr Newport-Hassan publish details of the scheme as it effects Eversholt in About Eversholt.

14. Recycling issues

Cllr Richardson had attended an open day at a recycling plant which was informative. There was some discussion regarding recycling of plastics, and noted that there is much confusion about what plastics can be recycled. Cllr Duggan stated that there has been discussion with manufacturers about what sort of materials are used in packaging and some progress was being made.

Cllr N-H 
It was agreed Cllr Newport-Hassan writes an article for About Eversholt informing parishioners what can be recycled.

15. Re-siting of notice board

There had previously been an old Parish notice board on the wall of the Old Bakery. Since building work there the notice board needed replacing and re-siting.


It was agreed Cllr Wells informs the Clerk of the contact details of the Woburn Clerk who could advise what suitable rural style notice boards are available.

16. General correspondence 
The Clerk circulated 2 correspondence files – a ‘fast’ one which all Cllrs should hope to pass on within 2-3 days, and another (containing non-time bound items) which could be reviewed by each cllr at leisure.

17. Planning Application 


i) 07/00697/FULL – 2 Brook End – Erection of 1 no. 3 bed detached dwelling and detached carport/store following demolition of existing dwelling & outbuildings.

Cllr Richardson read out two letters of concern regarding the application - to be passed to planning.

It was agreed to support the concerns raised in the letters (especially in relation to the privacy issues and use of railings in the conservation area) and ask they are addressed before planning is granted. It was agreed to ask District Cllr to ensure the application is heard by Committee.

18. To authorise cheques for payment 







It was agreed to pay the following;

	1
	Clerk
	Salary inc. office allowance + add.hours 12 
	£331.60

	2
	Clerk
	Mileage expenses  £12 + 100 second class stamps - £24.00
	£36.00

	3
	Ian Meadows
	Website domain name expenses 2007-09
	£32.88

	4
	Cllr Richardson
	Expenses (About Eversholt, mileage, telephone)
	£31.46

	5
	Jardine Lloyd Thompson
	Insurance premium
	£203.44

	6
	Ray Foster
	Internal Audit fee
	£30


It was agreed to change from Allianz Cornhill to Jardine Lloyd Thompson insurance as the premium was cheaper by approx. £120 per year.

19. To receive internally audited year end accounts 2006-07 and sign external audit forms

Internally audited accounts were circulated and agreed and audit papers duly signed.

20. Highways issues inc. Allocation of £3000 Highways Parish Partnership monies 

It was agreed that the kerb/road area at the corner near the entrance to the school needed attention, and that the very narrow section of road outside Linden Lodge may be a place for a ‘Slow’ sign on the road.

Cllr N-H 
It was agreed that Cllr Newport-Hassan contacts Richard Cornes at Highways to speak to him about these items and to undertake a survey of the village for highways works required.

Cllr Newport-Hassan informed the meeting that an electronic speed sign could be lent to the PC if two Cllrs undertook a short briefing session, so that speeding can be monitored.

21. Website

Cllr N-H 
It was agreed Cllr Newport-Hassan submit two articles regarding waste advice for businesses and ragwort to the website. It was agreed to invite Ian Meadows to the next meeting.

22. Footpath 12

Cllr Richardson had discussed this long term issue with the landowner, Mrs Summers, who had informed him she no longer wishes to pursue it. Agreed no further action.

23. The Spinney

Cllr Richardson had informed Mrs Summers of the decision taken by the estates representatives to not allow the bridging of the estates owned ditch to gain access to the Spinney. 

Clerk
Mrs Summers had not been aware of this and it was agreed to submit a summary of proposals to Mrs Summers for her consideration.

24. Grass Cutting

Cllr Newport-Hassan had received complaints where grass had not been cut by BCC.

Cllr N-H 
It was agreed that Cllr Newport-Hassan requests from Richard Cornes BCC Highways, for full details of locations that are cut by BCC and amend the grass cutting map as appropriate.

25. Parking Issues 

Cllr Richardson has spoken to one of the most affected residents if a car park was to be built who was understandably against the proposal. He had spoken to the school who were in favour.

Cllrs were concerned that any car park is built will it be used, or will the hazardous parking still continue at various locations around Church End and the Recreation Ground.

Cllr R
It was agreed Cllr Richardson writes an article for About Eversholt explaining the issues to residents and asking for their opinion.

26. Discuss Siting of Greensand Ridge Walk benches

It was agreed to write that Council agree in principle to the siting of the benches but exact locations would need to be pointed out before a final decision is made. It was noted that at one of the locations in Brook end there could be a possible privacy issue dependant on exact site of bench, and also that there was already a bench nearby in the pond area. 

Clerk
It was agreed Clerk writes and ask for a meeting on site.

27. Issues for ‘About Eversholt’ magazine

Noted that deadline for latest issue 31st May.

28. To allocate responsibilities for;

i) Representation on village Committees – Defer to next meeting

ii) Notice boards – Agreed John Blomfield to take responsibility for Tyrells End board

iii) Possible formation of a sub committee for signage, speed limits etc. – Defer to next meeting

iv) Representative for various “Ends” of Eversholt – The following representatives were agreed:

	End
	Councillor

	Berry End/ Froxfield/ Hills End
	Louise Simester

	Brook End/Church End
	Pat Richardson

	Potters End
	Louise Simester

	Higher Rads End
	John Blomfield

	Tyrells End
	Pat Richardson

	Lower Rads End/ Tingrith Rd
	Freda Newport-Hassan

	New Water End/ Old Water End
	Freda Newport-Hassan

	Wakes End
	Freda Newport-Hassan

	Witts End
	Robin Smith


Cllrs will be passed any planning or other documents for their “Ends” when required in order to consult residents etc.




The meeting closed at 9.55pm
















Signed____________  Date________















