Notes of the meeting of Eversholt Parish Council on Tuesday 25th March 2008
Present: Cllrs; P.Richardson (Chair), F. Newport-Hassan, R. Smith, K. Leo, L. Simester

In Attendance; District Cllr Wells, County Cllr Duggan, PC Mike Armstrong,  A. Whiting(Clerk), Vicky Gladstone (New Clerk)

To receive apologies for absence

Cllr J Blomfield
The Chair welcomed newly appointed Clerk, Vicky Gladstone to the meeting.

To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda

Cllr Richardson – Village hall
Cllr Simester – The Wye – as a neighbour

To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 29th January 2008
Minutes were approved and signed as a true record
Cllr Duggan explained that a previous minute had recorded the number of houses to be built in Aspley Guise as 56000. The actual figure was 5600. Clerk to ensure amended figure is printed in magazine.

Matters arising from the minutes of 29th January 2008 

The Clerk reported that £300 had been received from beds CC to be put toward two wooden benches in the playing field. It was agreed the Clerk to seek quotes for benches and inform Alison Lousada so that Committee may consider placing of benches on site.
The Chair thanked Cllr Duggan for the funds.

The Chair reported that the Wye planning application (to create separate dwellings) which had originally been lost in the post from MBDC had been objected to.

Tingrith Rd notice board was in need of replacing. It was agreed to place on agenda for next meeting.

The hedge at the pub had not been cut back but Cllrs had spoken to staff there and it was in hand to be done in the near future.

Report from Police
PC Armstrong reported that no crime or antisocial behaviour had occurred in the previous two months. Posters with police contact names and numbers had been placed in the village.
Cllr Simester asked if there were any ways to stop Gypsies parking on land. 

PC Armstrong suggested that land owners  restrict access where possible and ensure all gates are locked. There are planned sites being set up in the future which will hopefully help the problem.

Report from District Cllr Wells

Cllr Wells reported that Local Government Review had come down in favour of two unitary authorities of Central Beds and Bedford Borough. As of April 2009 these new authorities will take over the running of all services in their areas. It is estimated the saving will £11M per year through cutting of tiers of management, less councillors, less Chief Executives etc.. Council tax in the area is already the 14th lowest in the country.
Cllr Leo asked if there were any plans to reintroduce weekly refuse collection as large families had difficulty. There is no plan to do so, bigger bins can be requested by large families from Steve Whitaker -MBDC, and much more waste is being recycled. Food waste is going to be collected in the future – there is a trial scheme for food waste to be recycled and made into compost that has the side benefit of producing considerable amounts of electricity.
Cllr Simester asked if the proposed land developments such as the large one in Ridgmont could go ahead.

There have been over 400 development proposals put forward but none in Eversholt, and few small ones in the area as a whole. It is expected only about 8 of the countywide developments will be approved.

Report from County Councillor Duggan

Cllr Duggan agreed there are savings to be made with Unitary authority status but stated that the Secretary of State had stated that there would be more savings with a single County authority, so await the outcome of the judicial review, although all Cllrs were committed to working within the new two authority model. It was noted that grants from central Govt. do not generally come to South of England, and o any projects have to be funded by the taxpayer.
Fire Service – It was noted that Town Councils take 5% of the council budget – the same amount as the Fire Service for a Countywide service. 

Tyrells End – the drainage ditch is very deep and there is concern that it is dangerous. It is due to be fenced in the near future. 
To authorise cheques for payment 


The following cheques were approved and signed;







	1
	Clerk
	Salary (inc. office allowance) + 11 add. hours
	£321.43

	2
	Clerk
	Mileage 
	£32

	3
	Chairman
	Expenses – About Eversholt, phone and mileage
	£51.60


General correspondence 
A resident had written regarding the hedge near the village pump. This was to be cut soon.
Highways partnership monies had been allocated to the village for £7000. Cllr Newport-Hassan to co-ordinate response. Cllrs to consider what areas may need works.

Highways issues 

Cllr Newport-Hassan circulated two reports on meetings she had attended, one being a review of progress during the year. The new watchman in chief is Jon Shortland, the new area steward is Mike Pryor. Cllr Newport-Hassan has their details. The person to contact regarding the “WRONG” signs is Patrick Connelly. There will be a review of 30mph limits in the next year. 

It was agreed Cllr Newport-Hassan to contact Highways with a view to getting a speed activated sign/camera in Witts End, where speeding is a real problem.
At a Beds CC meeting Cllr Newport-Hassan picked up useful leaflets on recycling and No Cold Calling which she circulated to Cllrs.

Another meeting was with Clive Parker of Amey and John Humphries of Beds CC regarding grass cutting and it has been agreed that they will cut areas by flail and leave areas of verge cut by residents. Maps have been adjusted to include all areas identified by Parish Council.
To discuss the Pond

It was agreed to approve the acceptance of the Pond site by the Parish Council as Custodian Trustees.
Reports from Village Committee representatives

Swimming pool – Cllr Simester stated that the Ball is organised and preparations are underway. The search is on for a new pool manager in time for opening in may.
School –Cllr Richardson reported that it is a victim of its own success in that there are so many children that the toilets are not adequate and plans are afoot to create a new toilet facility.

Trust – Distribution of thirds to children has recently taken place.
The Chairman closed the meeting by thanking the outgoing Clerk on behalf of all the Cllrs for all his good work and for all the systems he has put in place, especially in relation to the accounts.
















