Notes of the meeting of  Eversholt Parish Council on Tuesday  29th May 2007

Present: Cllrs; P.Richardson (Chair), F. Newport-Hassan, R.Smith, J. Blomfield, L. Simester

In Attendance; 4 members of public, District Cllr B. Wells, Ian Meadows (website mgr), A. Whiting(Clerk)

Apologies for absence

County Cllr Duggan

Declarations of interest in items on the agenda

Cllr Simester – Caxton House (as a neighbour)

Cllr Richardson – Village Hall

To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 29th May 2007

Minutes were approved and signed as a true record.

Matters arising from the minutes of 29th May 2007 

(14) Recycling – Cllr Newport-Hassan circulated to Cllrs a document on recycling that she had darfted  for their consideration and possible inclusion in a future edition of About Eversholt, to inform residents of what materials can or cannot be recycled in Bedfordshire currently.

(26) Greensand Ridge walk benches – It was noted that Bedford Estates are being asked for permission to site a bench on their land.

(9) Steps near Brook End bridge – Cllr Blomfield stated that this area would be reviewed for wear by P3 group but that no action would be taken at present

Public Question Time - None

Report from District Cllr Wells

i) Cllr Wells stated that the Bedford Borough bid for unitary status had been accepted by Government and that BCC, MBDC and SBDC were asked to draft a proposal to form a Central Bedfordshire unitary authority. In May 2008 there will be a referendum of the public to ascertain their favoured option. New unitaries to be up and running April 2009. Cllr Wells asked Parish Council to consider who they would like to stand for the new Council. 

ii) Audit Commission Performance assessment of MBDC has been published and sees it go from “Fair” to the top end of “Good” for all services. It also commented that efficiencies had been made in many areas.

iii) Knotweed – Brook End – Highways had been contacted and investigated the knotweed but had found no trace. It was noted that it had been treated by a neighbouring resident with some success. Cllr Richardson offered to show Highways where it was. Cllr wells to contact Highways to ask them to liaise with Cllr Richardson.

iv) Cllr Wells informed the meeting that as he sits on the Planning Committee he cannot comment on planning applications as they come before the Parish Council in case it prejudices his position, and prevents him voting in the Committee itself. He can advise on procedure but that is all. Noted.

v) Cllr wells informed the Council that a new terrorist hotline number has been set up. It is 0800 789 321

Website

Ian Meadows spoke of the few events that are notified to the website. He is to design a small poster to go on the notice boards and also in About Eversholt advertising the fact that village events can be publicised through the website.

It was agreed that PC representatives on village organisations inform them of this facility.

There are increasing levels of Spam emails coming into the site (average of 104 per day). This could be resolved at least partially with an upgrade costing approx £35. It was agreed that the upgrade be purchased.

General correspondence – the following correspondence was highlighted to Cllrs;
	Sender
	Subject
	Action

	Luton & SBDC joint committee
	Core strategy Issues and Options
	Clerk to circulate to Cllrs reply from various parishes

	BCC
	Highways representative nomination
	Cllr Newport-Hassan nominated as rep.

	Anonymous
	Complaint – various issues
	No action - It is the policy of the PC not to respond to anonymous complaints


Confident Communities fund award for village

Cllr Richardson had attended the Community Safety Conference and had discussions with Chief Inspector, amongst others, and been informed that Eversholt had a very low crime rate. It was noted that our Beat Manager, Mike Armstrong’s, telephone number was wrong and that if we have any police issues they can be taken through Rob Parsons whose direct line number will be obtained by Cllr Richardson and forwarded to About Eversholt.

It was agreed that as the crime and perceived fear of crime in the village is low, and as there are better facilities here than many other villages, that Eversholt would not claim the fund this year.

Planning Applications received

a) 07/01257/FULL – Caxton House, Tingrith Rd – Single & two storey rear extensions – No Objection

b) BC/CC/2007/28 – Eversholt School – new toilet block – No Objection

c) 07/001163  2 Brook End – Erection of 3 bed detached house and carport following demolition of existing dwelling.

The Chairman stated that in consultation with neighbours there were no objections to the property being demolished and re-developed but there had been concern from neighbours on some issues. Letters were received from neighbours and the owner of the property and were all read in full. 

It was agreed that this application be called in for discussion at Planning Committee as Parish Council have received letters from neighbours raising concerns regarding privacy issues claiming that windows will overlook the neighbouring property, and also from the owner of 2 Brook End which claims that there will be no infringement of privacy, so this may best be resolved with a visit to the site by Planning Officers and Committee Members of MBDC. Copies of the letters to be forwarded to Planning Dept. MBDC.  District Cllr B. Wells to be formally asked by Clerk to call in the application for discussion at Planning Committee. 

To authorise cheques for payment 


The following cheques were approved and signed;








	1
	Clerk
	Salary inc. office allowance + add.hours 12 
	£331.60

	2
	Clerk
	Mileage expenses  £12
	£12.00

	3
	Lubbock Fine
	External Audit fee
	£58.75

	4
	CPRE
	Membership
	£27

	5
	BATPC
	Membership
	£72

	6
	MBDC
	Election Expenses
	£110.22

	7
	Pat Richardson
	Community Safety conference expenses
	10.40


To adopt Code of Conduct 2007

It was agreed to adopt the Code of Conduct 2007

Highways issues 

Cllr Newport-Hassan circulated a report to put in About Eversholt.

Cllr Richardson stated that the works at Tyrells end drain seemed to be a success and with the excessive amount of rain and prolonged heavy rain storms recently, had coped better than expected. Cllr Newport-Hassan had thanked the Highways authority for their works.

Re-siting of notice board

Cllr Richardson had received a catalogue from Sign of the Times – a local firm. The Clerk had also received several catalogues and pricelists. It was agreed to get quotes from Sign of the Times and compare with other firms to place an attractive noticeboard of the type that would be post mounted and bring details to next meeting.

The Spinney as a village amenity

Following a meeting with the land owner and representations from the Parish Council a letter had been received from Eversholt Estates stating that they do not wish to see bridging of their ditch and creation of any new statutory or permissive rights, and as such cannot support the project. It was agreed that the project cannot go ahead without this permission – no further action. 

Parking Issues 

Strong objections had been received from residents near a proposed parking area. It was agreed that if no other options could be found that the matter ends To be discussed at next meeting.

Grasscutting

Cllr Richardson reported that a meeting between the Highways and PC reps. it was highlighted that many residents with highways grass in front of their property mowed it themselves. It was also mown by Highways, who used tractors to cut it and often ended up muddying the verges. It was felt that most rural highway grass could be flailed and that these areas in front of properties could be left to be mown by residents. Cllr Richardson and Newport-Hassan to survey the whole village, mark maps accordingly and ask Highways to revise their grass cutting patterns.

To allocate responsibilities - Representation on Village Committees 

It was agreed Cllr L. Simester be the PC representative on the Swimming Pool Committee















