EVERSHOLT PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of  Eversholt Parish Council on Tuesday  29th January 2008
Present: Cllrs; P.Richardson (Chair), F. Newport-Hassan, R. Smith, J. Blomfield, K. Leo
In Attendance; 1 member of public, County Cllr Duggan, A. Whiting(Clerk)

79 To receive apologies for absence

Cllr L. Simester, District Cllr B. Wells
80 To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda

Cllrs Richardson and Blomfield – Village Hall
81 To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 27th November 2007
Minutes were approved and signed as a true record.

82 Matters arising from the minutes of 27th November 2007 

None

Public Question Time 
No questions or comments received

83 Report from District Cllr Wells

Apologies received

84 Report from County Councillor Duggan

Fire Service – Cllr Duggan commented on how devastating the huge fire had been to the centre of Houghton Regis and that £3.6M rebuild project was under way and buildings to include community centre and library.

Schools – Bedfordshire is set to get 5 new Area Special Schools after recommendations from a review of special educational needs in the County. There will also be more places in the special school in Leighton Buzzard.

Unitary debate – awaiting end to the bid process sometime in March. Cllr Duggan confirmed that Education and Social Services would be part of the responsibilities of any new unitary authority, and confirmed that this process means effectively that all the Bedfordshire current authorities at District and County level be dissolved and either one or two new authorities be created. Cllr Duggan expressed an opinion that due to the size of Bedfordshire, to cut the number of tiers of government down and to have just one Unitary authority would mean more cost efficient local government, with a reduced management hierarchy and structure. 

85 General correspondence 
Cllr Richardson stated that Cllrs had identified several items to summarise for the village magazine, including a very useful booklet by Defra on how to tackle climate change (featuring items on energy saving and recycling). Unfortunately, due to timescale for printing these could not now be put in. In the future if Cllrs see such a useful item they would like to put in the magazine whilst studying the correspondence file they are to draw other Cllrs attention to it and ensure an article is drafted in time for the magazine.

PC Mike Armstrong commented on he would ensure that any news about changes to the Police service and future crime figures would be supplied to the Council in time for them to be published. He stated that in the last 6 months there had been 3 instances of anti-social behaviour and 8 crimes. The crimes were identified as 1 burglary dwelling, 1 theft of motor vehicle, 3 violent crime (in one incident after a cricket match, and one other violent crime, 1 burglary (other) and 1 theft.

	Sender
	Item
	Comment

	BCC
	Highways Roadshow 30th January
	Cllr Newport-Hassan to attend

	County Cllr Duggan
	Offer of funds for local project £250
	It was agreed to request benches to be placed in the vicinity of the new play equipment if Village Hall committee agree

	MBDC 
	Open spaces survey
	Cllrs to meet to complete by 15th Feb  

	Resident Brook End
	Flooding danger
	Clerk to Reply + write letters of support  

	Communities & Local Govt. 
	Consultation on Code of Conduct
	Cllr Richardson to Reply by 15th Feb  

	MBDC
	Council tax base set at £198 - band D properties
	To note

	Harlington schools trust
	Consultation
	Cllrs commented that it is welcome, but well overdue that local schools are now actively sharing information and working together

	Mobile Cinema 
	Available at hire cost £400
	The Clerk is aware of another mobile cinema for villages that only charges £80. Clerk to contact.


86 Planning Applications received

Cllr Richardson highlighted to Council that the application for a garage at the End House, Church End had been circulated for comment, a possible problem with the proposed two storey building had been identified in that it would mean some loss of privacy to the neighbouring garden. This had been communicated to the Planning authority.

Cllr Duggan was asked by Cllrs if members of the public could request of the District Council, through District Cllr, if an application could be called in to Committee. The answer was yes, if it was for a good reason relating to planning.

No other plans received 

87 To consider Grant request from Parochial Church Council for Churchyard maintenance

Cllrs Blomfield and Newport-Hassan declared interest and took no part in the debate, except to answer a question regarding the cost of maintaining the churchyard, which is approx. £1500 per year currently.

It was agreed by the remaining three Cllrs to award a grant of £630 to the PCC.

88 To authorise cheques for payment 


The following were agreed and cheques signed;








	1
	Clerk
	Salary (inc. office allowance) + 10 add. hours
	£311.26

	2
	Clerk
	Mileage (£12) and postage (£24)expenses  
	£36

	3
	BATPC
	Membership fee
	£77

	4
	Parochial Church Charity
	Maintenance grant churchyard 
	£630


89 To discuss accounts and decide precept request from MBDC for following year

The Clerk presented the following budget figures;

	 
	 
	2007-08
	2007-08
	2007-08
	2008-09

	
	
	Budget
	To date
	Projected
	Budget

	Expenditure
	 
	 
	Year end
	 

	
	Clerk's salary & Allowance
	£1,700.00
	£1,393.62
	£1,660.00
	£1,700.00

	
	Expenses - Mileage, Office & postage
	£200.00
	£112.00
	£140.00
	£180.00

	
	Audit fees
	£90.00
	£88.75
	£88.75
	£90.00

	
	Membership of Organisations
	£40.00
	£176.00
	£176.00
	£100.00

	
	About Eversholt
	£150.00
	£52.26
	£80.00
	£140.00

	
	Insurance
	£350.00
	£203.44
	£203.44
	£250.00

	
	Chairmans expenses
	£50.00
	£10.40
	£10.40
	£50.00

	
	Admin
	£40.00
	£100.33
	£100.33
	£110.00

	
	Section 137
	£1,700.00
	£0.00
	£630.00
	£1,700.00

	
	Parish Election 2007-08
	£800.00
	£110.22
	£110.22
	£0.00

	
	Noticeboard
	
	
	£950.00
	£900.00

	
	TOTAL
	£5,120.00
	£2,247.02
	£4,149.14
	£5,220.00

	
	
	 
	
	
	 

	Income
	 
	
	 
	 
	

	
	Bank interest
	£60.00
	£71.00
	£88.00
	£90.00

	
	about Eversholt advertisements
	£475.00
	£375.00
	£600.00
	£600.00

	
	
	£535.00
	£446.00
	£688.00
	£690.00


The Clerk reported that most expenditure items had come in under budget again this year, and that income figures for advert donations for the magazine were looking very positive thus far.

It was agreed that there may be expenses involving replacing or repairing the noticeboard at Tingrith Rd.

It was agreed to request a precept of £2500 for year 2008-09. This is the same amount that was requested last year.

90 To discuss Beds County Council Unitary status bid consultation paperwork

Cllr Richardson spoke of how well the Education system works for schools in Bedfordshire at present and concerns were voiced over how well a new Central Bedfordshire Council would cope with Education should it win the bid. Cllrs expressed concern that both sets of bids expressed how their bid will save money as well as preserving services, and how it was hard to tell exactly how good either new Council option would be, and if these claims are true. 

Cllrs felt that they did not have enough information to side with either bid.

91 Highways issues 


i) Grasscutting

Cllr Newport-Hassan had the schedule documents ready and it was agreed to meet with Clive Parker of Highways to discuss various points and seek his agreement to cut the villages grass verges etc. as required.


ii) Highways Survey

it was agreed Cllrs would meet at Cllr Newport-Hassan’s house to complete.

It was noted that the pub hedge was greatly overgrown and that stones had come out of the car park across the road. It was agreed the Clerk writes to ask the pub if they would clear the stones and cut the hedge.

92  Issues for ‘About Eversholt’ magazine

Clerk to submit brief paragraph regarding useful Defra booklet “How to Tackle Climate Change”

93  To receive reports from Village Committee representatives

Village Hall – Cllr Blomfield reported the play equipment was officially opened by Henrietta Duchess of Bedford.

There is a maintenance program for the village hall which is currently seeing the replacement of the radiators.

Civil weddings licence being applied for the Village Hall, which will positively impact on finances.

Parochial Charity – Cllr Richardson missed the last meeting gave apologies for no report

School – Cllr Richardson reported it continues to do well and now has 79 pupils.

The meeting ended at 9.15pm

Signed____________________  Dated____________________















