Minutes of the meeting of  Eversholt Parish Council - Tuesday  26th September 2006

Present: Cllrs; P.Richardson (Chair) F. Newport-Hassan, K. Marsh, G.Peck, K.Killick

In Attendance; A. Whiting(Clerk), District & County Cllr Duggan, John Blomfield (Editor – About Eversholt)

38(1) To receive apologies for absence
Apologies received from Cllr S. Barrington
39(2) To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda

Cllr Richardson – Village Hall

Cllr Killick – Tyrells End drain

District & County Cllr Duggan – Planning application Kelmscott House – as a neighbour
40(3) To discuss any application(s) for new councillor and co-opt any suitable applicant

There were no applicants. Furthermore, Cllr Peck informed Council he would have to tender his resignation as he was soon to be moving out of the area. This leaves two vacancies on the Council.

Clerk It was agreed that an article be submitted to About Eversholt explaining the elections are next year and seeking any interest for the posts of councillor now.

41(4) To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 25th July 2006

The minutes were confirmed as a true record and signed

42(5) To discuss matters arising from the minutes 25th July 2006 

The Clerk asked if the Fire Hydrant sign near Brook End had been replaced – it had not. 

Clerk
It was agreed the Clerk chases Highways for this.

The Clerk had spoken to Trading Standards/Police responsible for the “No Cold Calling” scheme, who had informed him that there are new smaller and less obstructive signs for use in rural areas being manufactured now.  

Clerk
It was agreed that the Clerk ask if it is possible to get the small signs for Eversholt, gets leaflets/stickers for each household and clarifies what the legal position is for official no cold calling zones.

Cllr Marsh asked for clarification as to when the Old Pheasant House was to be demolished, as per the planning application. 

Clerk
It was agreed that the Clerk writes to the Chief Planning Officer MBDC asking; when it will be demolished, how will the rubbish be disposed of and will the area be landscaped.

Clerk
It was further agreed that the Clerk formally writes to Cllr Duggan to ask that he follows up the case with the Planning Officers.

Cllr Newport-Hassan stated that she had been informed by Highways that they had higher priorities than to cut Eversholt rag weed, and recommended that land owners deal with it themselves in the proper manner

Cllr Newport-Hassan asked if the grasscutting schedule could be obtained from Highways – it had not been forthcoming from Keith Stallen. NB We did get the schedule from Keith last meeting but we need to amend it for next year - so need a complete map of the village to discuss in Council once we know what is feasible.

Clerk
It was agreed that the Clerk would request this.

The Clerk informed council that after an earlier email request from Cllr Killick about the state of the footbridge handrail and tread at Brook End he had requested BCC footpaths Officer make repairs to the handrail and install a mesh tread on the bridge.
Public Question Time
John Blomfield stated that hedges, especially at the junction of Witts End and Water End need cutting back as they are impeding visibility.

Clerk
It was agreed that the Clerk would inform Highways.

Cllr Richardson asked Cllr Duggan if recent personnel changes in the MBDC Planning office meant less staff, and voiced concern over staff changes leading to loss of continuity especially in regard to important or contentious planning issues. Cllr Duggan stated that the Departments of Environment and Planning were now one and that at managerial level this made little difference, but that it was designed to get more proactive workers “on the ground”.

John Blomfield stated that he had no response for an enquiry from an officer in Planning dept. MBDC. Cllr Duggan stated that if there were any issues of this kind involving officers of MBDC/BCC, that  members of the public may contact him to follow up on their behalf.

43(6) To receive a report from County & District Councillor Duggan

Milton Keynes expansion – Aspley Guise is trying to establish an area of greenbelt between themselves and MK to protect the village. CPRE are doing excellent work in the area of development but he attended an excellent presentation recently which sadly only attracted 13 people.

Chicksands office of MBDC is now open and there is to be a reception in December (for which Chairman of EPC has received an invitation).

Fire Service – There was an incident at the airport – which was less serious than reported in the press. The Fire service is doing really well, performance–wise. 

44(7) To receive general correspondence - see attached list

All Cllrs
The Clerk circulated the Correspondence and pointed out that because some of the events listed below are soon, Cllrs who wish to attend should let it be known as soon as possible.

	MBDC
	Invite to Chair to Civic Reception
	Sent to Cllr Richardson

	MBDC
	Joint reception BCC & MBDC Tues. 7th November
	Any cllr wish to attend?

	Beds Police
	Reorganisation event Tues.10th Oct 7.00pm – Rufus Centre Flitwick
	Any cllr wish to attend?

	CPRE
	Saving the Countryside event Fri 24th Nov. 10.00am – 5.00pm
	Any cllr wish to attend?

	MBDC
	Center Parcs due to appeal
	To Note


45(8) To comment on Planning Application received:   

Cllr Duggan left the room for this item.

06/01421/FULL – Kelmscott House, 24 Higher Rads End, Detached garage with granny annexe

It was agreed that the following comments be passed to Planning Dept.

The Council objects as there is not enough information on the plans with regard to dimensions and location /distance from neighbouring properties in order to assess the impact upon those neighbouring properties.
The Council also received comments from a neighbour to be passed to planning

46(9)  To authorise cheques for payment 








	1
	Clerk
	Salary inc. office allowance + add.hours 5
	£253.81

	2
	Clerk
	Mileage expenses  £4.00
	£4.00

	3
	Lubbock Fine 
	External Audit fee
	£58.75

	4
	Beds Playing Fields Assoc.
	Membership fee
	£20


Items 1, 2 and 3 were agreed and cheques signed. Item 4, was not to be paid as the Village Hall were members and had responsibility for play equipment, but as the Parish Council does not have any play equipment or amenities it was agreed it was not required.

47(10) To discuss Public Footpaths Issues

Cllr PR
Cllr Richardson is to speak to the owner of land where there is a footpath which has proved problematic in the past, to hopefully find a solution and report back to the next meeting. It was agreed to leave it on the agenda for the next meeting.

It is the landowners responsibility to cut back overhanging branches and the Council for undergrowth  on footpaths, so that they are passable. It was agreed if anyone sees overgrown footpaths to inform the Clerk who will be able to follow this up with appropriate authorities.

It was noted that a dog fouling sign had gone missing from footpath 26 Higher Rads End. 

Clerk
It was agreed that the Clerk informs the authorities to get it replaced.

48(11) To discuss Highways issues:

i) Tyrells End drainage

Cllr Newport-Hassan reported that John Chandler (Highways) was to meet with Eversholt Estates re. the overflow of this drain that is to go into their ditch, and therefore the ditch will need to be kept free of debris etc. Highways also have to approach the Environment Agency for approval of a soak away which is hoped will ease the situation.

Cllr Richardson thanked Cllr Newport-Hassan for her work in pursuing this issue.

Cllr FN-H  Cllr Duggan asked Cllr Newport-Hassan to supply him with all the information so that he can pursue the issue on parishioners behalf.

ii) 
Other Highways Issues:

Clerk
Witts End / Water End junction – one of the sets has come out and needs resetting – It was agreed Clerk to inform Highways

Clerk
It was agreed that the Clerk write(s) to thank Highways for their works within and outside the village as it was noted there had been a significant improvement in the state of the roads in the County since the new contractors took over. We looked forward to a solution to the drainage problems at Tyrells End and our SLOW signs around the village.

Outside Baulk House between Witts End and Higher Rads End a 30mph repeater sign needs replacing.

Clerk
It was agreed Clerk informs Highways.

49(12) To discuss Parking Issues 

Cllr Richardson outlined a possible plan he has to ease parking problems in the village by creating a car park on land near the entrance to Mill Farm in part of a field currently owned by Bedford Estates. With the addition of a path to the nearby kissing gate, this would hopefully be of benefit to users of all amenities within the village centre. 

Cllr PR
Cllr Richardson to draft a plan and submit it to next meeting of the Council.

50(13) To discuss any issues for ‘About Eversholt’ magazine

i) To discuss the appointment of a new magazine editor.

John Blomfield is to leave the editorship of About Eversholt after 6 years. John read a letter of resignation to the Council. Cllr Richardson stated that the Council is sad that he his leaving, but thanked John for doing such an excellent job for the last 6 years. 

Cllr PR
Cllr Richardson is to write an article for the magazine asking for volunteers for the editors job.

Cllr Killick is to obtain 200 copies of the leaflet “You and Your Dog in the Countryside” from the Countryside Agency, detailing legislation relevant to dog owners, advice how to manage dogs in the countryside and organisations that can help. It was felt that this would be a constructive way of approaching the dog fouling problem and it was agreed it should be circulated with About Eversholt.

51(14) To receive reports from Representatives on Committees

Village Hall – Cllr Richardson reported that the Village Hall have secured a long term booking for training events in the Hall from BCC which will be a great help to their income. 

Swimming Pool – Cllr Marsh reported a good summer (with June and July especially good) creating a healthy bank balance, but that over the closed season a number of jobs would need doing. The Committee are looking into becoming a charitable company and what that entails.

Parochial Charity – are still in negotiations re. the letting of the Green Man public house and are taking professional advice.

52(15) To note date of next meeting:
Tuesday 28th November 2006
The Meeting ended at 8.57pm

Signed_____________________ Date__________















