Minutes of the meeting of  Eversholt Parish Council - Tuesday  30th May 2006

Present: Cllrs; F. Newport-Hassan (Chair in absence of Cllr Richardson), K.,Killick, G.Peck, S. Barrington

In Attendance; A. Whiting(Clerk), Editor of About Eversholt – John Blomfield

1 To elect Chairman – and sign declaration of acceptance of office

Cllr Newport-Hassan nominated Cllr Richardson, seconded by Cllr Peck. Cllr Richardson to be Chairman – Declaration of acceptance papers to be signed on his return from holiday

2 To elect Vice-Chairman – and sign declaration of acceptance of office 

Cllr Barrington proposed Cllr Newport-Hassan, seconded by Cllr Killick. Cllr Newport-Hassan signed Declaration of acceptance of office of Vice-Chair

3  To receive apologies for absence

Cllr Richardson, Cllr Marsh, District & County Cllr Duggan
4 To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda

Item 13 Cllr Barrington

Item 15 Cllr Killick

5 To confirm the minutes of the parish council meeting held on Tuesday 11th April 2006

The minutes were confirmed as a true record (with minor typographical amendment) and signed

6 To discuss matters arising from the minutes 11th April 2006 

The Clerk reported the grant to Swimming Pool had been made - Item 130(8), and there had been a reply from BCC re. review of school structures (although the item had not been decided upon by County Council - Item 132(10) - (see Correspondence).

Item 134(12) Kissing gate at slope to footpath, Brook End. Clerk had received communication that since the start of the new financial year, contractors had been engaged to do the work but that exact date of works was not known. 

Clerk
It was agreed to chase P3 Officer to ask for the work to be done as soon as possible.

Public Question Time 
Item raised in public questions - Hedge at Witts End overhanging. The Clerk reported that the Amey engineer had recently inspected the site. It was noted that there were now birds nests likely to be in the hedge and it should be inspected before being cut.

Clerk 
It was agreed Clerk to ask Highways to be aware of birds nesting when they cut the hedge.

Cllr Newport-Hassan had requested verge cutting schedule from Highways to be sent to the Clerk. 

Clerk
Clerk to forward this to Cllrs when it arrives.

7 To receive a report from County & District Councillor Duggan

Not present – apologies received

8 To receive general correspondence

	
	Sender
	Item
	Comment

	1
	BCC
	Review of schools structures progress report 
	To note that no fixed conclusions had been made by BCC, who were still looking into the schools structure

	2
	BATPC
	New Councillor induction training
	Cllr Peck to attend July 19th

	5
	BCC
	Temp road closure C100 for one or two days in June for resurfacing works
	To note

	6
	MBDC
	Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment act 2005
	View required whether we should take up any of the powers

	8
	BCC
	Poll re. BCC services
	Cllr Newport-Hassan to complete

	12
	ODPM
	Procedures for making, confirming & enforcing Byelaws
	Keep in file

	13
	BCC
	Beds Local area agreement
	To Note and keep in file

	14
	BCC
	Local Transport plan
	To Note and keep in file


From March 2006 correspondence Cllr Newport-Hassan read out a number of items that require action;

	
	Sender
	Item
	Comment

	3
	MBDC
	Play & Open Space grant available
	Pass details to Village Hall & keep for Spinney project

	8
	MBDC
	Statement of community involvement & inspectors report
	To keep on file

	9
	CPRE
	Houses & Gardens brochure
	Anyone may attend open houses

	13
	Silsoe pre-school group
	Charity walk of Greensand Ridge path 11th June
	Clerk To inform Pub 

	14
	BRCC
	Network magazine
	Clerk to ask for Barn Owl boxes

	20
	NALC
	Local Council Review magazine
	Statement that new housing developments should not occur without sufficient infrastructure. Noted


The urgent Red correspondence file and possibly another old correspondence file are missing. 

Clerk 
It was agreed the Clerk chases Cllrs for this.

9 To agree and sign accounts and audit forms for year 2005-06

The Clerk explained internally audited Income, Expenditure and Band Reconciliation sheets and read the external audit requirements to the Council. It was agreed that the accounts be signed and duly submitted to external auditors. 

Clerk 
It was further agreed that accounts should be presented to the Annual Parish Meeting in the future so that parishioners would be more aware of the Councils finances.

10  To authorise cheques for payment 








	1
	Clerk
	Salary inc. office allowance + add.hours 9.75
	£300.72

	2
	Clerk
	Mileage expenses  £12.00,

Postage £21.00  +£2.00
	£33.00

£2.00

	3
	Allianz Cornhill
	Insurance 2006-07
	£326.93

	4
	Ray Foster
	Internal Audit
	£25.00


11 To discuss any major developmental issues (houses, roads, airport etc)

i) Nirah water park

There are to be a number of exhibitions on the proposed Water Park.

Cllr F. N-H   Cllr Newport-Hassan to inform Ian Meadows of dates to get details onto website.

12 To discuss any Highways issues;

i) Allocation of £3000 Parish Partnership funds

Clerk 
It was agreed that the proposal by Dr. Logan to create a safe walkway at Hills End between the trees, by removing dead ones and creating a natural path was an option for these monies. Clerk to phone Dr Logan and Highways to see about feasibility and report back to Cllr Newport-Hassan. Form to be submitted by 30th June 2006.

ii) To discuss proposed highways drainage works at Tyrells End

A Highways camera search under the road has found a blockage. Highways are to dig down in near future to clear blockage.

iii) To discuss works to slope at Brook End, adjacent to Kissing gate

Clerk 
Works are scheduled but to be chased by Clerk

Cllr P.R.
iv) Footpath 12 – Clerk to remind Cllr Richardson to contact the landowner to ascertain what action if any needed to be taken. Request from a landowner to re-route Footpath 12 around a headland rather than across the centre of a field.

  Clerk
v) Knotweed at Brook End needs treatment. Clerk to contact Highways.

13 To comment on any Planning Applications received. The Council made the following comments to the planning department;


i)  06/00506/FULL
Brook End House, Brook End – Listed Building consent: Repairs to timber frame at gable ends  - No Objection

ii) 05/01446/FULL (revised) Old Bakery, Church End – Conversion of garage to habitable room

The Council Object to this application on the grounds of;

Appearance and specifically the Height of proposed building. The (revised) application significantly increases the footprint (especially in height) of the existing buildings and the Council feel that a two storey building is not appropriate in this location in the centre of the “Eversholt Conservation Area”. The height of the roof line must be assessed in relation to “The 25-degree Rule” from the bottom of the ground-floor windows of Church Farmhouse, a Listed Building across the road from the development.
The height of the proposed roof line will completely obscure views of both a listed building Church End House, and also groups of “Important Trees“ as noted in the “Eversholt Conservation Area”. Notably a small window at the junction of wall & roof of Church End House will also be obscured from the road and one also presumes will lose its own access to light (This can be seen above the garages in Drawing 1457/1 “FRONT ELEVATION”).

The “PROPOSED CONVERSION OF GARAGE” Drawing 1457/10 within the Application is also incorrect in regard to the staggered rear roof lines of the adjoining Listed Building Church End House (apparently making the proposed roof line seem subservient to the neighbouring roof lines). This does not seem to be the case on further inspection. If one views the Existing Plan Drawing 1457/1 “FRONT ELEVATION” one can see that the gable extending out from Church End House (parallel to the road in Church End) is some 80cm below the top of the Main Roof. On Drawing 1457/10 this is not the case. Despite the fact that matching scale plans are not included in the application (merely reduced scale photocopies!) I have calculated that the new roof line of the proposed two-storey “conversion” is only approx. 63cm below the top of the same main roof ridge. Thus in reality Church End House and the views over its unique and historic roofline will be completely obscured to the real detriment of the village scene.
Parking Provision The detail within the Applications notes are incorrect – specifically relating to Item 7. Current parking provision for The Old Bakery (a 3 or 4 Bedroom dwelling) is 2 spaces in these 2 garages, if the application is successful the dwelling and ancillary accommodation will only have 1 parking place/garage (actually within the new accommodation) and NO further provision for the main house. Thus the correct No of existing spaces is 2 (not as stated 1), the number of places lost is 1 (not 0 as stated) and the number of additional spaces is 0 (as stated). Street parking is very limited at this narrow and dangerous section of the road through the village. N.B. Children are often being dropped off or are walking to the Village School along this section, and potential for reduced visibility due to more road parking due to reduction in off-road parking is a real safety issue here. Reduction of available parking provision seems contrary to current planning guidance at Mid Beds, and the application is misleading and erroneous on this detail.
Please note: The Council are not against development of the garages, as their current appearance is not in keeping with their surroundings in the conservation area. Expanding the footprint in single storey within the grounds of The Old Bakery would be preferable to raising the rooflines, as it would be “invisible” from outside the garden property, obscured by its Garden Walls. A single-storey conversion in “lean-to” style contained around the walls and within the garden of The Old Bakery would be considerably better than the large proposed building.
14 To note planning decisions

The Sheiling – erection of 5 bed dwelling after demolition of existing – Approved
The Wye – Withdrawn
The Cottage, Higher Rads End – 2 storey rear extension – Approved
15 To discuss The Spinney as a parish amenity

Steve Halton had supplied the Parish Council with details of useful contacts and actions to take. The Clerk had contacted the Estates office to ask if the ditch at the side could be bridged but is awaiting a reply.

Clerk
It was agreed the Clerk chases this.

16 To discuss any issues for ‘about Eversholt’ magazine

Cllr Barrington circulated an excellent and highly professional brochure produced by John Blomfield for recruitment of a new vicar in this and surrounding parishes. It was agreed that the brochure was of a high quality and that information and pictures of Eversholt could be used in other areas, such as the website. The Council thanked John for his work and for such professional looking brochure.

17 To receive reports from Representatives on Committees

Parochial Charity – Cllr Barrington Reported that the Charity had recently held a Meeting specifically to discuss the Green Man Public House. Enterprise Inns had in the meantime appointed new landlords. There were no further developments to report.
Swimming Pool –Summer Ball is expected to do well.

Village Hall – It was agreed that Cllr Peck takes over the role of representative on the committee, resigning his position on the Swimming Pool Committee

Clerk 
Clerk to inform committees concerned.

18 To note date of next meeting:
Tuesday 25th July 2006
The meeting closed at 9.45pm.

Signed__________________
Date____________________















