Minutes of the meeting of  Eversholt Parish Council - Tuesday  25th July 2006

Present: Cllrs; P.Richardson (Chair) F. Newport-Hassan, K. Marsh, G.Peck, S. Barrington

In Attendance; A. Whiting(Clerk), District & County Cllr Duggan, 3 members of public

19(1) To receive apologies for absence
Apologies received from Cllr K.,Killick
20(2) To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda

Cllr Richardson – Village Hall

Cllr Peck – CPRE

21(3) To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 30th May 2006

The minutes were confirmed as a true record and signed

22(4) To discuss matters arising from the minutes 30th May 2006 – for information only 

6. Cllr Newport-Hassan has a partial grass cutting schedule from highways. This was passed round Cllrs at the meeting. She requested anyone seeing ragweed to report it to her so that authorities could be informed. 

It was agreed that About Eversholt run another piece about ragweed.

It was agreed Clerk to contact John Chandler as two inspection chambers had been tarmaced over in Witts End

It was agreed Clerk to contact Keith Stallen to arrange meeting with Cllr Newport-Hassan re. grasscutting schedule.

Public Question Time - The meeting will be adjourned for up to 10 minutes for members of the public to address the Council.

1. RE. Old Pheasant House – a member of the public asked what regulations are there for persons wishing to build a house in their garden. Cllr Richardson stated that regulations do exist, but to contact Planning Dept for definitive answer.

2. Kissing Gate slope, Brook End – A member of the public complained that the slope had still not been stepped to provide better access to the Kissing Gate. The Clerk read the answer from P3 Officer BCC which stated that the last contractor had done some poor work elsewhere in the county and a new contractor had had to be engaged. This was done last week and works should be done soon. It was agreed the Clerk chases this work.

3. A hydrant sign had been knocked down by a vehicle near junction Brook End/Church End. It was agreed Clerk inform Highways.

 23(5) To receive a report from County & District Councillor Duggan

1. Schools – BCC have decided to continue with three tier system. Hundreds of letters were received against the proposal to make two tier system. Now the challenge is to improve performance and improve schools.

2. Milton Keynes expansion – Aspley Guise trying to establish an area of greenbelt between themselves and MK to protect the village.

3. New MBDC Offices – the Council is relocating to Chicksands where there are new offices. Facilities are very good, with all services to be provided from this location which is hoped will improve service to taxpayer.

Cllr Richardson stated how delighted he was with the schools decision for the sake of Eversholt Lower school.

24(6) To receive general correspondence – for information only, see attached list

Cllr Newport-Hassan read a number of action points from correspondence;

	6
	MBDC
	Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment act 2005
	Cllr Newport-Hassan replied to state we do not wish to take up powers under the act

	7
	MBDC
	Forward Plan
	Keep in file

	10
	Beds Playing fields assoc.
	The Playing Field newsletter
	Information passed to Village Hall and Mick Sibley

	14
	BCC
	Local Transport plan
	To keep on file

	15
	BCC
	Bedfordshire magazine
	It was agreed Clerk to contact no cold calling zones personnel in BCC to arrange for Eversholt to take up the scheme.

	17
	NALC
	Local Council review magazine
	Question was raised if we need to do anything re Disability Discrimination act – we do not as we own no property


Cllr Peck recently attended East of England Plan meeting where new development plans for housing were shown to be poorly thought out, e.g. with provision of work in vicinity of new houses.

Clerk drew attention to BCC consultation papers about travellers. Cllr Barrington asked Cllr Duggan what was the situation with the camp at Tingrith. Cllr Duggan stated the matter was currently at the High Court.

25(7)  To authorise cheques for payment 







The following cheques were approved and signed;

	1
	Clerk
	Salary inc. office allowance + add.hours 10
	£303.17

	2
	Clerk
	Mileage expenses  £12.00
	£12.00

	3
	CRPE
	Membership 2006-07 
	£26.00


26(8) To discuss any major developmental issues (houses, roads, airport etc)

Centerparcs has been refused – an appeal is expected. 

Nirah has not raised sufficient funds to proceed at this time. 

27(9) To discuss any Highways issues;

i) Agree allocation of £3000 Parish Partnership funds

It was agreed that “SLOW” signs (In White Paint only) be requested on roads at the following locations;

· The road from Milton Bryan, approaching Church End –short distance after 30mph sign

· Witts End approaching Church End, just before Mill Farm entrance 

· When approaching from Tyrells End - Between Tyrells End Farm and Linden Lodge

· Approach to Tyrells End – shortly before 32 Tyrells End

· From Froxfield – before brow of hill – shortly after 30mph sign

· Tingrith Rd – approaching Eversholt – by boundary to Tingrith

ii) To receive update on works to slope at Brook End, adjacent to Kissing gate

28(10) To comment on Planning Applications received

It was agreed the Clerk forwards the following comments to the planning authority;

i) 06/00950/LDC – Land adj. Chapel House, Witts End –use of land as a garden (Lawful Devt. Cert.) 

No Objection

ii)  06/01173/FULL – Woburn Safari Park – Erection of elephant house (revised) 

Clerk to verify if access and signage will remain as is. If so, No Objection

iii) 06/01179/FULL – Falcon House, Lower Rads End – Demolition of single storey rear structure and erection of two storey rear extension. Single storey infill extension and detached double garage

No Objection


iv) 06/01096/FULL – Land rear of Old Pheasant House, Tingrith Rd – Erection of 1 No. 4 bed detached dwelling

Note: Cllrs had received numerous comments from parishioners, all strongly objecting to this development. Cllr Barrington read a summary of points made. Cllr Richardson had already spoken to planning authority about this matter and was assured that enforcement officers were investigating and acting on the situation.

The Council Strongly Object as this development is infill within open Green Belt and an “Area of Great Landscape Value”. Eversholt does not have specific “In-Fill exception” to that policy in the adopted Mid Beds Plan and this development does not seem on any level to be a “very special circumstance”. The specific character of Eversholt as a rare “Bedfordshire End Village” as protected in the Mid Beds Plan could be harmed by such a development.

In addition Council are aware that due to being structurally condemned due to subsidence on the plot, the Old Pheasant House is to be demolished 6 months after occupancy of the replacement dwelling, Charnbury House.

The Council felt the matter should be called in and discussed by full planning committee due the complex nature and history of applications on this plot. Clerk to formally write to chairman of Mid Beds DC to call in this plan for discussion.

Note: District and County Cllr Duggan did not take part in this discussion

29(11) To discuss The Spinney as a parish amenity

The Clerk informed the Council of the decision of the Eversholt Estates not to allow any bridging of their ditch, in order to gain access to the site, effectively making the project unfeasible. 

It was agreed that the matter should be put on hold until other matters, such as footpaths issues, relating to the Estates be sorted out.

It was agreed to put “Footpaths” on the next agenda.

30(12) To discuss any issues for ‘about Eversholt’ magazine

Ragweed information and awareness to be published again. Persons spotting ragweed to inform Cllr Newport-Hassan.

31(13) To receive reports from Representatives on Committees

School –the new offices were a valuable addition, creating additional offices for Head, Secretary, as well as reception and storage space.

Village Hall – Financially on target at present time.

Swimming Pool – Successful ball raised £7500. A good start to the season due to the hot weather. Health & Safety inspection recently – satisfied with running of the pool.

Parochial Charity – seeking to establish long-term stability in management of pub.

32(14) To note date of next meeting:
Tuesday 26th September 2006
Noted

The meeting ended at 9.50pm

Signed_____________________ Date__________















